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 The U.S. Marshals Service is responsible for the custody of federal prisoners beginning at the time of 
remand and ending when prisoners are acquitted, arrive at a designated Federal Bureau of Prisons 
facility to serve a sentence or are otherwise ordered released from Marshals custody. 

 The Marshals Service ensures the safe, humane care of federal prisoners in its custody. 
 The agency provides housing, medical care and transportation for federal prisoners throughout the 

U.S. and its territories and brings prisoners to their court-ordered appearances. 

Fiscal 2015 Data 
Total expenditures for federal prisoners in U.S. Marshals custody* $1.45 billion 
Total average daily detention population  51,862 

• State and local facilities 31,603 
• Private facilities (contracted) 10,248 
• Federal Bureau of Prison facilities 9,774 
• Non-paid (i.e., medical facilities) 237 

Prisoners received  194,792 
Agreements with state and local governments for use of detention space  approx. 1,800 
Contracts with privately managed detention facilities 17 
Average daily prisoner detention cost $85.95 

*Funded by Federal Prisoner Detention appropriation (separate from U.S. Marshals Service appropriation) 

Prisoner Custody 
 All individuals arrested on federal offenses are brought before a U.S. magistrate or U.S. district court 

judge for their initial court appearances. The court determines if they are to be released on bond or 
remanded into the custody of the Marshals Service to await trial. The Marshals are responsible for 
the safe detention, medical care, transportation and court appearances of prisoners in our custody.  
If convicted at the conclusion of the case, the Marshals transport prisoners to the designated 
Federal Bureau of Prisons institution to serve their sentence.  

 The Marshals Service does not disclose any personal information, location held, court scheduling, 
transportation details or other inmate information, other than to verify an inmate is in federal 
custody. 

 Prisoner mug shots (booking photos) cannot be released by the Marshals for privacy reasons. (For 
the full policy, see www.usmarshals.gov/foia/policy/booking_photos.pdf.) 

 The task of holding federal prisoners presents challenges that are diverse and complex, such as: 
• Finding bed space near federal courthouses to house federal prisoners 
• Coordinating with federal, state and local authorities about writs, court orders and transferring 

prisoners between the various levels of the criminal justice system 
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• Keeping multiple co-defendant prisoners separated from each other, often times under court 
order, for safe, secure care and custody 

• Managing prisoners with contagious diseases and chronic illnesses 

Prisoner Housing 
 The Marshals Service does not own or operate detention facilities but partners with state and local 

governments through intergovernmental agreements to house approximately 60 percent of our 
prisoners throughout the U.S. and its territories.  In addition, the agency contracts with private 
facilities and the Federal Bureau of Prisons for prisoner housing, with both sources housing 
approximately 20 percent each of Marshals prisoners. 

 The Marshals annually review facilities that house federal prisoners to ensure the safe, secure and 
humane care and custody of those prisoners. 

Prisoner Medical Care 
 The Marshals Service provides medically-necessary health care to prisoners within its custody. 
 The agency is limited to paying Medicare rates for the medical services provided to its prisoners, per  

18 U.S . Code § 4006. 

Prisoner Interviews with the Media 
 Prisoner interview requests may only be approved upon the permission of the U.S. Attorney, the 

judge, the prisoner, the defense attorney and the management of the detention facility where the 
prisoner is located.  

 It is the responsibility of media representatives to obtain the required approvals, making sure that 
all parties indicate their approval to the U.S. marshal or chief deputy U.S. marshal in the district of 
the prisoner’s court case. 

 


