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The material contained in this fact sheet has been compiled from relevant literature and is presented for reference purposes only. 

What is child sexual abuse? 
 

 Sexual abuse of a child includes, but is not limited to: sexual touching of the child’s genitals 
or making the child touch the abuser’s genitals; exposing children to adult sexual activity, 
movies, or photographs; having children pose, undress, or perform in a sexual nature; and 
specific sexual acts such as rape, attempted rape, sodomy, incest, and indecent assault. 

 Sexual abuse of a child involves forcing, tricking, bribing, threatening, pressuring, or 
otherwise coercing a child into sexual activity. 

 The abuse often begins gradually and increases over time, lasting an average of 1 to 4 years. 
 
Who are the victims of child sexual abuse? 

 

 It is estimated that 60 million Americans (i.e., 1 in 6 people) are sexually abused as kids.   
 One in four girls and one in seven boys are sexually victimized before the age of 18. 
 Sexual abuse most commonly occurs between the ages of 8- and 12-years old. 
 80% of all abused children are victimized by someone they know; 20% by their fathers. 
 One in five child victims of rape are under the age of 12; one in ten are under the age of 5. 
 Children with disabilities are 10 times more likely to be abused than non-disabled peers. 

 
Who are the perpetrators of child sexual abuse? 

 

 97% of perpetrators are male, 70% are white, and 64% are married or divorced. 
 88% of child sexual abuse offenders have a prior relationship with their victims. 
 80% of perpetrators first offend before the age of 30. 
 Of all prisoners convicted of sexual assault or rape, 66% victimize children. 
 Perpetrators who target children are 5 years older, on average, than those targeting adults. 
 These crimes are committed primarily in the offender’s home or in the victim’s home. 
 Only 10% of offenders beat or threaten their victims; 30% assault more than one child. 

 
How often is child sexual abuse reported?  

 

 In a review of substantiated cases of child sexual abuse, 79% of the children initially denied 
abuse; of those that disclosed, 75% did so accidentally and 22% recanted later. 

 In a recent study of adults who knew about the likely sexual abuse of a child, 65% 
intervened in some way; 22% stated that they did nothing. 

 Children most often disclose abuse when the situation seems unbearable, they are injured, 
they receive prevention information, they fear pregnancy, or to protect another child. 


