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USE OF DEADLV FORCE 

Page 1 of2 

J. Pennissiblc Uses. Law enforcement otTIcers and correctional officers of the Department of Justice 
may use deadly force only when necessary. that is, when the officer has a reasonable belierthat the 
subject of such force poses an imminent danger of death or serious physical injury to the ofiiccr or to 
another person. 

A. Fleeing felons. Deadly force may be used to prevent the escape of a fleeing subject if 
there is probable cause to believe: (1) the subject has committed a felony involving the 
in11iction or thn .. -atened infliction of serious physical injury or death. and (2) the escape of 
the subject would pose an imminent danger Dfdeath or serious physical in.jury to the ofticcr 
or to another person. 

B. Escaping prisoners. 

I. Unless t()rce·othcr than deadly force appears to be su11icient, deadly force 
may be used to prevent the escape of a prisoner committed to the custody of the 
Attorney General or the Bureau of Prisons 

a. if the prisoner is escaping from a secure institution or is escaping 
while in transit to or from a secure institution; or 

b. if the prisoner is otherwise effecting his or her escape in a 
manner that poses an imminent danger to the safety of other 
prisoners. start: or the public (such as by attempting to ignite 
explosives). 

2. The usc of deadly torce is not permitted if the subject is in a non-secure 
facility or a facility under the control of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, and (a) has not used or threatened the use of force likely to cause 
serious physical injury in his or her escape attempt, and (b) has not otherwise 
manifested an imminent threat ofdeath or serious physical injury to the officer 
or community. 

3. The use of deadly force is not permitted if the subject is in transit to or ii'om 
a non-secure facility and is not accompanied by persons who are in transit to or 
from a secure facility and the subject (a) has not used or threatened the usc of 
/{)rce likely to cause serious physical injury in his or her escape attempt. and (b) 
has not otherwise manifested an imminent threat .of death or serious physical 
injury to the otlicer or community. 

4. After an escape from the facility or vehicle and its immediate environs has 
been etlcctcq, officers attempting to apprehend the escaped prisoner may not 
use deadly foree unless such force would otherwise be authorized in 
accordance with this policy. 

c. Prison Unrest. Deadly force may be used to maintain or restore control or a prison or 
correctional institution when the officer reasonably believes that the intended subject of the 
deadly torce is participating in a disturbance in a manner that threatens the safety of other 
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inmates. prison staft: or other persons. The usc of deadly force would be unreasonable and 
thus not pcrmitted to quell a disturbance whcn force other than deadly force reasonably 
appears sufficient. 

II. Non-Deadly Force. Ifother force than deadly force reasonably appears to be sufficient to accomplish 
an arrest or otherwise accomplish the law enforcement purpose, deadly t(lTCe is not necessary. 

III. Verbal Warning. If feasible and if to do so would not increase the danger to the otTicer or others. a 
verbal warning to submit to the authority of the ofIicer shall be given prior to the use of deadly force. 

IV. Warning Shots. Warning shots are not permitted outside of the prison context. In the prison context­
warning shots may be fired within or in the immediate environs of a secure facility if there is no 
apparent danger to innocent persons: (A) if reasonably necessary to detcr or prevent the subject from 
escaping i'rom a secure i'acility; or (B) if reasonably necessary to deter or prevent the subject's use or 
deadly force or f()fcC likely to cause grievous bodily harm. 

v. Vehicleg. 

A. Weapons may not be fired solely to disable moving vehicles 

B. Weapons may be fired at the driver or other occupant of a moving motor vehicle only 
when: 

1. The officer has a reasonable belief that the subject poses an imminent danger 
of death or serious physical injury to the officer or another; and 

2. The public safety benefits of using such torce outweigh thc risks to the safCiy 
ofthe officer or other persons. 

VI. Vicious Animals. Deadly force may be directed against dogs or other vicious animals when 
necessary in self-defense or defense of others. 

VII. Rights of Third Parties. Nothing in this policy and the attached commentary is intended to create or 
does create an Cnf(lrCcahle legal right or private right of action. 

Attachment B: (('{)ml~ll'nl~lr~ illllhc I s("u(Jk:ldl~ l,me .... · in :'\oli-(·ushh.iial Situ~lli,m~:; (('Pi:\l1h.'nl~j[·) 
dll lilL I ,"," di' I kadi\ l·,IJ"L ... • ill (·'lsludia; S;tl!atilllb) 



• CSO$ are C(~tXacl ~mployees and ~oc emplo)~e~ of th~ u~s. 
Govenur.e::Jl, _ Eo~ever, in arde.:. to tully proyide sc.cu:-i ty 
licrvices r-equi.red by the. contract.. it. is deemec e.!:Ge.nt.ial .-.b.a~ 
.all c..~Os !la ..... 1" th~ po·oOler t.D t:!nfo!"cC' Federal lar; W'hiJe on i.l 

Federal ~'ork sice during dur:y hours and .... hilt.· perfol-P...inc; 
co~tract d~cie~_ 

• Tn thi.G regard, ali CSOs recc.i"J'e spe:.::i.a:!.., limi:-c.ea de.put:<H.;.ion 
thro<lgh t:h~ U. S. 1",arsha 1 . Thi£: de.pu tat: iOll if:- l;:'m.i t . .ed 'to t.11e 
extent: tJmt it .... ill only apply 'While the C50 is on (h::t)' -at; tlw 
F"~dera] lo'orr..:$~te ane .w the fH!r'::o~ce of. c.u-::.iet:. 

• The F;irea~ roli cy 6tat.es ~ 

A federal law enforcement ot:ice;!" may USe rle.,dJy force o~1y 
",'hell :r::!:!cessa..ry, that is;;, ",he!! the o.t!:icer has a rea.sonable 
belief tlliu: the Eubje~ of S".lch force pce.es a!l i=ine:lt 
d.a!lg-e~ of de3,~b o::r· serious p!lysicc.l injury to the offi.cer 0;::­
r.o anot.q-er pe.x:s=. 

.. The key elet;;en~s of the Firea..",= Pc.licy are; 

• Necessary 
• Reasonable Belief 
.. Imminent Dcmge.r 
+ Death Dr Serious Physical I~jUL-y 

, The cours~ 0= Lire is desiqueo to Eimulate real situ~~ions and 
no devia~ion of a~~tion: clothing. stance, O~ bearing is 
permitted. This crualificatioD CO\.l.l:"Jie of fjre will he. 
CoudUCLed ... it-b t.h~ following -cri.t:.e.ria: 

A. Weapon 
B . 1l..om:runi t ion 
C, Firing Di..s:t..aIlce 
lJ. Target 
E. Clo~g 
r. S~ori.ng 

G. Quali£icar.ion 
H. Safety 

1 



Thr· E'ir-ea:rms Po3.i.C}I .5t:ate~! 

A .feder •• } Ja\lo' enforce:-ne.nt officer may use deadly force ~ly 
V~le.:l ne;r.es5ary, t:.ha.~ lE, .... IJe..,. the officer bas il rC~$onahJe 
jy~li.e:f th1~t: the (;ulJiect of svc;-h force poce~ an irre:unellt 
dange.:r of d~at:..h or &~rious ph>r.d .. c:~l injtL."""}' ~o the cf'fic{"r or 
\-0 anoLhcr pe:t50!L 

Key ell".:m.entG 0: the tiI-e<!ImS policy are: 

~ Nec-e.scary 
• Reasonable Belief 
• I1IIl:1.i.nem:: Da::rger 
• Dea:::.h o:!:' Seriol!s Physical l11jury 

ltny force tha-:: .is likely to cause death or :serinos pbysical 
injLU"y _ 

The need t.o USe dea.dly fc!:'ce arilSes: wh~ all owe:r aV"2ilable 
means of prevent.i.ng i=inent. tmd grave rla!J.ge:r- to ofticen> or 
c~he.r persons b.a'""e failed or wotJ.ld be likd" tc fail.. Tb:o;, 
etployins deadly force i.s ~:!:'miBs-iblt!! \I::tIen tbere ::"5 no Gate 
alt:erna~i~ to using such rorce, and wi~JL it:- the officer or 
O1:bers- vould £ace imm.in~t al:d qrave da:D.ger.. 1.:n ot:ficer .is- DOt. 
reqJ.J.i~d to place him or h~rBelf. anocber officer, do s~c::, or 
t:he public ;in unre-atloc.able dttnge:t" of death or B~ricw; phys.icaJ. 
ir.jury be:fore usil!g deadly fcrce_ 

~teroining whether deadly £orc~ is necc~s~~ may in~olve 
~nl>"t.ant:a.neouz d<ecisions thltt enC:OlI{!)aS:l> t:mIr.i" factors. such .aEi t:be 
likeli.bood t.hat t:br= subject: wi~l tiBe- deadly force -on the o:f.ficer 
or others if: EUC~ force .iE: .not UJ;!-ed by the oftic~; the offic~':EO 
knovledge thdt the subject vL~l 1ikely ~~quieBce in arres~ O~ 
rec<tpCW:;"e if th~ officer uses lellB~ force or :00 force .at. all; 
~be capabilities of the ~ubject; the ~ubject·s acceES to cover. 
and -weapons; the presence of other pe:rno;u;. who :may be at: risk ).1 
£orCe is not used; and t"he natU1.~ and the peverit:y IQf the 
subject:' os cr.::im.ina.l conduct:. or t:.he. -tXang'er posed .. 

De-~-dly force Ehould never be used upon me....---e !'iUSpici on that a 
cr~tne, :0.0 =tt:.er hD'w' 6(';:rioUJ;, w:as aotmnitteo, or l>impJ.y UpCXL ~h~ 
officer's dete~tion that pro~~le C~UB~ VDuld support tbe 
arrest of the person being pu...---sued 'or arrel5ted for the -C"ommig~ion 
of a crime. ~adly :forc.4! may be used to prevent. che escape ot 
f:lee.ing Eubject:- it· t:bere ili p.:robable cause to belic-,,--e: 



)) t.ht'- c;ubject. t'-«~; con::n:;'t.ted 011 :!~lony ir.valvj';J·g the ir;flict_ic·n 0= 

t.hr€:.nt.eD~·d ir;!·2ic:::ion ot.· l;(';riotis phyr;-ical injlD';}' fj~' de:;lth, at",d 
.2 J r:ilt- escape of t:be £Ubje:ct ~olc. POlOt'; <1.'1 l r.;rI,i~le:~J.1: daug.er e)f 
dear.h o::r- .s(";~iou~; phy!;ical iLjUry t.-o "tge officer OT to anot.ne:r 
persoLl. As used in t.hir. lXllicy, ·i!roli.."'1ent· h<l~ a b~=der lrn~(lr:..in9 
t.hat ~ imm~d.iaLe· or • i.n£t.antaneOLl.D _ ~ 

Th~ concept. of ~imr.rinc:J.t .. EhouJ.d be unden:tood to lx-- t;>l<lstlc. 
that is, involving a pe=iod of t.iw: dependent on the 
circu~tcu::ceL" .z:-«th~r that. t.he fiJred P.:Jillt 0: t.ime i:nplici t ':':n 
t..he concept of "itt..'i't:d~a~e.· Qr -int:t;:urt.a.nE:Duc.· . thus, a =bject 
lMy pose <L'1 i{Ml~:nent. d;mg~.r eV4>-ll it he or 6!:ie if; not .al chat w>.ry 
~~t poir.ting a we4PO~ at the'officer if, fo~ exa~]e, h~ 0:: 
she ha~ <l weapon w:.. ::b.in reaclt or il> running f 0::' cove:;:', ~a:a:yi::l§' a 
weapon. or ~ .. m ... '·1ins co ;a plac.e whe.r-e the o':ficer t:iS rea'&OIl t.o 
believe .a veapor.: is ava.i.ll'.hk. 

Fer puzpose:::; of t his policy, "probable cAuse". - reaEO;l to 
.beliel,'e- and "':r--easonabl-e ~li~P ~AtJ. tllat facts and 
circu.rn.s-c.auces, includ.:.Ilg the ~le i.nfere.nces dravn 
th-ererrom.. lena,,":.:: 1:0 t.be officer at: the. t:~ of the '-!.s-e: of de:adly 
force ~~Uld cause ~ r~asonable of~icer to coaclude t:.ha~ the pC~t 
at. issue is prohabJ.v tIll!::.. -rbe rel!.bonahleness of a Pelief c-r 
decisio= ~~st ~ vi~~ed f~ ~he'pexspecti~ cf the ofricer on 
the sc.ene, who tn2!.V oft.en be :forced: t:o make split-.6ecand decisions 
in ci..r=m-.st.a!)ces t:hat are t=e. WlPredictable, i!Uld ::r:-ap.:idJy 
-evo} ving... Reasonableness is not to be viewed !ro;::-, the calm 
\'"a.:ltage point of hindsight: ... 

!f ferce Other tb.aI:) deadly force cottid reasonably be expecced ::0 
accuopli.:;:h .::he sawe end, suo as the arrest of a dangerol$ 
fl~eing ~ubj eet:, .... i t..hout: unIeru;onal,)!y i.ncreasi.og tbe iiaage= to 
the of£icer or t:o otbers. tll-en i.t 1DUSt:. be used-

Ve.rh __ l lol_....u.:o.g 

It posf>.ible and .:i:!:' t.o do so "WOuld not :increa$e the danger to the 
officer or othe~s, a ve~] w~~g to ~t to ~h~ authority of 
the office:::- s:u.~~ be give,p prior to me use of de.adly force ... 

~arni...o9 shotL ar~ .{lot: .authorized... Dilfcharge of a fi:reanll ;is 
U6ual1 y considered LQ he perm.issible only under Lbe S2imC 
ci.rC\l!n£;~a:uCe$ vh~!l deadly xorce ~y ~ tll;ec, ti.;'!'t i.s. ~Y wben 
neceEsary to prevent lOSF of life OT seriOUB phy~~cal ~n~UA-y ... 
nar:.0.ng finO:::S tbem.sr:l v~s may pose Clang-eon:; to t:he: o!;ficer aT 

c!:bel:'J;: ... 
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