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JERSEY NEWSPAPERS More than 3,500 people wanted by law enforcement turned themselves in at Bethany
Baptist Church in Newark during the four-day "Fugitive Safe Surrender." Today, the last
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Browse by week: NEWARK -- Thousands of people lined up outside Bethany Baptist Church on
Select a date the last day of a successful fugitive surfender program that has already
al—weeessed—seme—%%e—peeﬁle—wkh—wamaﬁis out for their arrest.
GO

People began lining up at 6 a.m. this morning. By midday, some 2,000 people
were lined up along Warren Street outside the church. The line snaked along
Vv Get live results as they  Hudson Street for a block before rejoining Warren Street for another block.
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mayoral races: The four-day “Fugitive Safe Surrender” program, a joint effort between
LIVE ELECTION RESULTS Nnumerous law enforcement agencies, including the U.S. Marshals Service, the

» State Police, the New Jersey State Parole Board, and the Essex County and
Union County prosecutors’ offices, and local community groups, offers an
opportunity for fugitives wanted in New Jersey to safely turn themselves in
and be given favorable treatment by a judge.
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Gerald Johnson left his home in Williamsport, Pa. at 6 a.m. this morning and
drove three and a half hours for the chance to clear up driving violations more
than 10 years old. The 41-year-old Orange native has only been able to find
PHOTOS sporadic work packing books at a local bookstore, and he is hoping to find
work as a truck driver. But he can’t get a Pennsylvania driving license until the
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“After this, I'm good to go,” Johnson said hopefully.

U.S. Marshal James Plousis said charges “run the gamut,” from driving tickets
to armed robbery. Most of the people waiting in line had long-time warrants
hanging over them from violations like driving without a license or registration,
failure to pay child support, or minor drug charges.

Those who came early enough were seen on the spot by one of eight judges
set up in temporary courtrooms at the nearby Priory building, the
headquarters of the outreach group the New Community Corp. The judges
were scheduled to hear cases until midnight.

“People are getting big results,” said Ryien Press, 30, of Newark, who heard
about the program through word of mouth.

Press said he has been living with outstanding warrants for traffic violations
and drug possession for some five years. Without work, he can't afford the
fines and good legal representation.

Having the warrants cleared would be a big relief, Press said. While he doesn’t"

Thaddius Tedder, 31, of Plainfield, said he was hoping to drop thousands of
dollars worth of fines related to outstanding driving charges and a drug
possession charge. If he can celar the warrants without any jail time, he will
be a "whole new man," he said. "I won't make the mistakes I made the first
time."

People who are not able to see a judge today will be given a new court date
and a voucher that can be shown to law enforcement officials indicating they
have taken part in the program.

An estimated 2,000 people showed up today, according to the New Jersey
Parole Board, and more than 3,500 people turned themselves in over all four
days.

“This is not an exact science,” Plousis said. "We didn't expect this many."

Newark is the 17th city in the country to host a safe surrender program and
the final numbers make it the second-largest in the country, after Detroit last
year. A similar initiative in Camden last year saw 2,245 fugitives surrender.
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